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1. Editorial

Merry ChrigmaseveryonelYes, it's the endof amther year,anda good time to
reflect on what youve achieved during this year,andwhere you wart to aim at
In the next, wheterit's a performancepe& at the British Champs,getting god
standad ata local badgje evert, or just moving up to longerand moreintereding
colour coded ourses.

Nor is perfformance a eveits the whde stbory: events don't hagppen by
themseles, ard I'm sureyou'll al be awae of regular cdls for volunteers to
help from your club. If you've never tried plaming an evert before, why not
make 2003 the yearyou do? It's not neaty ashard asyou might think, thereare
comprehasve guideines to hebp, and it's just as muchfun ascompetng, if not
moreso.Or haveyou ever looked closely at a mapafteranevent, and wondered
how they'reput together? Again, it's not hard to do, and seeng your first mapin
print is a saisfying experience.Look aheal to 2003, and think how you want to
be nvolved

For me, 20 was made by two long we&kends away, both to everts in
wonderful tedhnical terran. First was the Cambridge-Oxford Vardty Match,
held just outside Stockholm in March, with snow on the ground in manyplaces,
and frozenlakes to offer route choice for the brave... A coyle of montrs later,
and to the British Champimships in Northem Ireland, on sand dunes in brilliant
swnshine. | think that this contrag in conditions exemplifies the challenge of
oriernteerng, the way in wich there @ae always newxgperienes b be had.

It's fair to say that towards the end of this year the number of everts I've
managel to get to has been limited to say the least, parly due to injury but
mostly becase I've just found myself too busy - the timeswhen I'd go to an
event every weekad ae pat for now. But I've radiscovered my motivaton after
a glorious day'straining (on sand dunesnearBarrow) earier this month, and
will beaiming to getto plenty moreEastAnglian evertsin thenewyear.l hope
to see many oyou thee.

Mark Collis (DRONGO/WAOC)



2. Chairman's Chat

It has been a busy time sine the lag edtion of Points East. Many clubs hawe
held thar AGM in recent montls, and | suspectall have struggled to fill all the
paositions without a grea deal of armtwisting! However, new committees arein
place with the stalwarts carrying on, familiar friendsin newroles ard somenew
facesas well. | intend producing an up-to-dé&e list of club committees. | will
circulatethis va the EA E-goup. (It may notbe kefore Xmas thogh!)

The weekends have been full of orienteerng events. | sometimeswonderif the
calendaris alittle too full. Pehgps this may be part of the problem in reduced
aterdance at everts ard fewer voluntees to run the everts. Well done to
Stragglers on thar seond place in the final of CompasSprt Trophy and to
thear juniors on winning theregional round of the Yvette Baker and gaod luck in
the fnal.

In fact the juniors in partcular have bean exceptiondly busywith JHI's, a Start

progranme training weekend, Lakesde and Squad weekends in addition to the

events tha therest of hawe been cramming in. | have no ideahow they manage
to fit in school work! And the good news is thatthe Junior Squad now hastwo

new co-ordinators in the shgoe of Andy Malley and Clive Tart from SOS.
Devebpmentof the talents of our young pe@le are perhaps the mostimportant

work of the ragion. Without the next generaton, there wil be no orenteering.

Many corgraulations to Chris Sellens (SOS) on his sekcion for the British
Junior Squad and Swzy Robetson (SOS)on her sdection to the Development
Squad. They both desene the reaognition for ther hard work-it is not just talent
tha get you to this level. I'm sure they will get a gred deal out of the
opportunities ttat ths will present to them.And whatmakest moredeseved, is
tha both thes yourg people put a gred deal badk in to ther club and to the
regon. Both of them have actal as assistant coates at Lakeside and on the
lated squad weekend, with Chris planning some of the exerases. They are an
inspiration to us dl.

And as this will bethelast edition of 2002, I'll takethis opportunity to wish you
Goad Orienteeing in 2003.

Lyn West (S09)



3. Essex Stragglers & the Woodland Trust

An exdating new devebpment,and how SOS membershope to combne new
woodlands with dd friends emembered:

The Woodand Trug has recently annainced the aqquisition of 600 acres of
farmland around Fordham, near Colchester, right in the heart of Stragger
country. This land is to be retured to naturd broadleaf woodland, wildflower
meadows and wetands beside the River Colne. The Woodland Trust's
representative in Essexis Woodland Officer Geoff Sinclair (Tel: 01473 327771)
who livesin Ipswich. He tells me thatthe Trustwants to involve the community
in the use and enjoymentof the reource and, as he put it, to encourage "local
owneship"” of the site. Tree planting will begin in the Autumn of 2003 and we
should have a large and maturewood on our doorsteps by alout 2030! Yes, it
will take a while, but the intention is for the areato becme a resaurce for the
community from the start with, for example, the development of schools
educdaional tral s.

Stragglers interd being involved with the Trust at Fordhamfrom the outse, by
produdng an orienteerng mapof the areaat an appropriate stage and by helping
to develop the schools eduationd trails and a evertualy a permanent
orierteeing course. The Trgtis keen for thisto hgppen.

Mark Johnson Memorial

Since the dedh of Mark Johnson in Juy, membersof Ess& Straggers have
bean looking for a way of providing a tribute to him. Mark would have been
charateistically entlugastic at the future progpeds of the FordhamWood. The
Woodland Trust allows dedication of a standof trees to commemoratean event
or peron. The committee feels this would be an appropriate way to cdebrate
Mark's life and have estaldished a fund to pay for such a memorial to Mark. If
you would like to contribute to this fund, pleasesend chequespayableto Esse
Stragglers to the club treasuer, Steve Robeitson, 9 Moafields, Fordham,
Colcheder, Esex CO6 FG.

Jack Isbester (SOS)



4. Junior Points East
4.1 British Schools Championships

Or, how Barnardiston Hall take the Forest of Dean by storm...

Barnadiston Hdl Prepaatory Schml, memberof bath SUFFOC& SOS,
camebackfrom the British Schools a New Beedhenhurstin the Fored of
Dean in triumph. They were crowned Middle/Prepamatory Schml
Champims. Congratdations to the scoing teamof ThomasKing (Winner
Year 8 Boys), Martha Crowhurg (2nd Year 5 Girls), Matthew Dickens
(4th Year8 Boys) andAlice Wilsan (5th Year6 Girls).

The schod also had Year Teamwinners in Girls Year 5 (Martha, Sardn
Road & Robyn Durrant) and Year 6 (Alice, Alycia Gundersen and the
par of Abbi Pas & Alicia Cocks). The boys had to be content with
seond places-Yar 5 (Bradey Kershaw,ThomasGreenwdl & Christan
Gregay), Year 6 (Stefhen Dickens, Thomas Rae & Christophe
Budkingham) and Yea8 (Thomas, Matiew & Eliott Swinney).

Wymondham College, membersof NOR, hadther Girls Year 8 teamof
Maddeine Lag, Leanre Bames and Ruth Taylor placed 6th. These3 girls
arenew reauits to the junior squad so we hope to hearmore of themin
the future.

A numberof other juniors from the region also ran. Congratulatons to
Helen Gardner (WAOC) on winning Girls Year 11. Other top ten places
were Jo Weg (SOS,5th GYr10), JamesLyne (SOS,8th BYr 9), Simon
Gardrer (WAOC, 10th BYr9) & Pder Garcher (WAOC, 9th BYrl13).
Well doneto you dl.

Lyn West (SO

and from a competitors point of view:

On Saurday the 12th October | took pat in the British Sclools Soore
Champimsips a Lever Park in Bolton. We drove up on Friday night to
stay with my grand parents and on Saurday heackd from Burnley to
Bolton. Myself, Jamieand Dunan were all compeing. We stated at
about 10:30 at which time our 45 minutes started. The aim of the
competiion wasto getto asmanyof the 23 controls aswe could within
the time limit. The neaed controls were worth fewer paints than the
furthest ones.

Jamiewas competng in the Year 9 boys, for Mark Rutherford Upper
Schod, Duncan the Year 5 boys for Hazddene Lower School (even
though he is a year belw that aye) and me the Year 7idgs for Gadington



Midde Sdool. All of our overdl scaes were fairly goad and we all
achevedaplacein thetop 20, with Jamie7th. In the aftemoon Jamieard
Duncan watched Burnley FC beatWalsdl. The next day we joined up
with the Eag Anglia Junior Squadto do a badge evert a OgdenWateron
the Yorkshire Penines.

On Sunday the 17th Novemberthe threeof us aso took patt in the British
Schods Champonshipsin the Foreg of Dean. This was not a soore event
and wasa lot largerthanthe Scae Champs.We hadvery late start times
and did nat start until noon. The courses were very simple and were
complete& in under 20 minutes for mostpe@le. Duncan camel2th from
54 compettors agan in Year 5 (older than him) doing 1.8k in 14 mins,
Jamie came 20th from 53 (losing places due to an ambiious off-path
route choice) doing 3.1k in 26 mins,ard | camel6th from 54 daing 1.k
in 16 mins.

Whenwe had compleedthe courses we wentand hada go at puz4e O. It
was a mini course coveing a small area. You were required to find
controls, which had clues or symbols leading to the next control. They
alo hadatent whereyou could ge a picture signed by two British squad
orienteess, Jenny Whiteheal and Oli Jahnsan. Even better, we got the
next day off sdhool to cycle through the forest with mum anddad, in the
sun.

Overdl | really enjoyedthe two British schals events and | am looking
forward to doing them agan next year.

Katrina Taylor (WAOC)

4.2 Junior Home Internationals

Whenl washanded a white envelope at the Lakes5 dayin Augud | was
thrilled to haw been seleced to go to the JHIs (Junior Home
Internationds) aspatt of the 24 strong English team.Also sdected from
the regon were Suzy Robetsan (SOS), Chris Sdlens (SOS), Helen
Gardrer (WAOC) andEd Kelleher (NOR). This yearthe JHIs were hdd
in Sootland near Pitlochry on the 5th/6th Octobea. We left Doncaser
staion in a minibus at midday on the Friday and madeour way north
collecting various pe@le en route. We arrived a our accommodaton for
the wedend, a caraan dte, & about 8:30 ard sdtled ourselves in.

Theindvidual day washeld on Errochty, a new areanorth of Pitlochry,
tough but runnable although visibility waslow. | finished 6th, Suzy 6th,
Chiis 3rd, Helen 2nd and Ed was unfortunatdy disgualfied due to a
mispurch. The situaion after the individud races wasthat Satland were



lying ahea of Endand by just a few points: hopes were high that we
could pull this badk on the relays. Then for the sogalising - the prize
giving evenng was hdd at a local country club and was followed by a
dism/celidh run by a complee nutter (Sotsmanmasquerding as Rod
Stewat)!

Up relatively early the next morning becaise we had to be padked up,
then off to the relays hdd on Fakay which was in my opinion a great
relay area.Due to my performanceon the Saurday | hadbeen put in the
fourth girls team,not somethng thatingiresgrea orienteeing but | was
stll deteminedto do my best. Suzy'steam were the first English girls
team home behird the first Soottish team, my team finished 5th just
behind Helen'steambut still aheal of the 2nd Scattishteam.Ed madeup
for the individud with a gred run hdping his team to acheve 1st place
and Chns'teamdid well to finish4th. However, the Engish had not done
erough - we had won the relay compettion but this was not enough to
take theweekend. Thefinal reault wasahistoric victory for the Soots, ard
they celebraed in a traditional way with the bagpipes skirling as we
healed outh.

Joanne West (SO9)

5. BOF Membership Renewal

All of youwho are membersof BOF will have received your renewd notices by
now, but if you haent sent it back yet, readthis. Dueto an adminstrative error,
the old-style individud association fee has resurffaced, so you'rebeng ased for
too much (e.g. by £7 for an individud senior). The cored BOF fees are
£15/£3.50/£22.50 for senior/junior/family membership, plus whatever your club
feesareif they'recdlectedvia BOF. They havesuggested thatyou crossout the
incorrect fee and replace it with the right one, adding a short note to explain
why.

And if you're Ike me,andjust pad whatwas asked without checking...the extra
collected by BOF willbe msed on to EAOA andbe refinded to you.



6. Crossword Puzzle Solution

Congratulations to Andrew Cordle (SOS),who wins for sending his solution to
me within a matter of hours! An honourable menton aso to John T Ward
(NOR) for being the only other reade to complde it. (hopefully he'snot the
only other realer;-)
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And finally, remember that contributions to Points East are alwayswelcome,
pleasesend either by email to mwc22@cam.ac.ukor by pod to Mark Cdllis,
Pembroke Gllege, Cambride CR 1RF.



